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11 more oe than mene thank ſtill not without anxiety, | 


I make this laſt Addreſs, or Appeal, to the learned Public; concerning 
a a Work that has engaged a great part of my attention, for more than twetlty 
years; and, for more than twelve, been almoſt the ſole object of = conſtant 


ſtudy and application. 
Verging now toward the of my labour, and of my life, I — it 


would make the eyening of the latter unpleaſant, if I ſhould be found to have 
laboured in vain. | I truſt, however, that ſuch will not be my lot: nay, Iam 
hopeful that I ſhall ultimately, be found to have done more in ghat branch of 
literature which I have eſpecially cultivated, than any of my EA's z. 


at leaſt of this country. 
Nor is this advanced as a boaſt. With half the 8 time, which 
I have beſtowed on Scripture criticiſm, there are many perſons in this country 


capable of going/a much greater length, than ever my mediocrity of genius can 


attain. Superiority of talents I never claimed, becauſe I was conſcious that I 


could not claim it with juſtice ; but in patient induſtry and perſevering in- 


dagation, in an eager deſire to diſcover truth, and an honeſt candour to 
acknowledge it in whatever guiſe it appear, I will not yield the palm to any 


man. A ſworn enemy to implicit faith, as well as to implicit obedience, I have 


ever been accuſtomed to think for myſelf ; 1 will ever continue to think for 


myſelf J and, as often as I ſhall have I will ſpeak and write as I think "a 
„„ | 
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2 | ' ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, &e. 


_ for I abhor that ont maxim, c We muſt think with the wiſe, "oy 
ſpeak with the vulgar :” a maxim invented by. ſome political Janus, who wiſhed _ 

to deceive, without incurring the imputation of deceit. I deſpiſe all ſuch 
accommodations, and will never hold a language that claſhes with wy ſenti- 
ments, nor bend to an authority that inſults my reaſon, 

But as, on the one hand, I will not allow myſelf to be dogmatically dictated 
to; ſo, on the other, I never will preſume to dictate. My opinions I freely 
declare to all, but obtrude them on none; it is but juſt, then, that my 
opinions be fairly weighed, that my arguments be oppoſed by afguments, and 
that I be not prejudged by general cenſure and unſpecific condemnation,— 
But why talk | of opinions? They are here the leaſt part of the queſtion, and 

only a part of the queſtion in as far # they are connected with criticiſm and 
philology. I have not ſet up for an Interpreter of Scripture : my humble walk 
1s that of a mere explainer; of a laborious. pioneer, who endeavours to ſmooth 
the way for future commentators. I have not, to my knowledge, thwatted 

a ſingle word of Holy Writ te ſupport any one ſyſtem of Religion. 1 have not 
ſo much as attempted, to diſcloſe its allegories or its anagogies: but have 
ſtrictly confined myſelf to the bare literal meaning. It is on this, then, and 
this only, that I ought to be tried; and on this I am willing to be tried, 
according to the excellent law of my country, by a competeht jury of my 
Peers: againſt every other ſentence I ſolemnly proteſt, i 

A conſiderable portion of my work is now in circulation: and ſuch of my 
friends as have had leiſure to peruſe it, aſſure me, that it has not diſappointed 
their expectations. Their approbation, however, is Mill but the approbation 
of friends; and, conſequently, may be partial: the great public ordeal is yet 
to be undergone, and the ultimate award of the Public to be yet pronounced. 
Shall I, mean-while, be permitted to appear, once more, before that Tribunal? 
not with a view to deprecate its Judgment, but to lay before it ſome of the 
ſtrange difficulties I have had to ſurmount, and the unaccountable oppoſition 1 
have had to encounter; fince the day when my Pręſpectus firſt appeared in 
print, to the moment in which I write this Addręſs. by: 

It is well known, that my primary motive for engaging in ſo arduous an en- 
terpriſe was to give a zolerable, and, if I could, a creditable-verſion of the 
H. Bible, for the uſe of the Engliſh Catholics : and this was, doubtleſs, alſo 

the principal view of the noble N mo has ſo Os and ſo i pa- : 
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tronized the work. The greater part of the R. Catholics of Great Britain and 
Ireland might be ſaid to be without a Bint.s. The common National Verſion 
they would not uſe, 'becauſe (forſooth) it was the work of Heretics; and be- 
. cauſe, as they pretended, it was unfairly tranſlated : and alſo, becauſe ſeveral 
Books, which the Council of Trent had decreed to be Canonical, were either 
entirely omitted in the editions of the Common Verſion, or accounted Apo- 
cryphal. Whether any of theſe reaſons were valid, I diſpyte not here: I only 
mention them as having generally prevailed among the Britiſh and Iriſh 
Catholics io the great impediment of the ſpread of Sctipouro-nowicuge n 
the individuals of that communion. | 
Precluded thus from the uſe of the common Verſion, they had no 6 
for more than a century, but to put up with a barbarous Tranſlation, made at 
Rheims and Douay, from an uncorrected copy of the Latin Vulgate; accom- 
panied with virulent Annotations againſt the Proteſtant Religion, and mani- 
feſtly calculated to ſupport a ſyſtem, not of genuine Catholicity, but of 
tranſalpine Popery. About the middle of the preſent century it was, indeed, 
remodelled on the Clementine edition of the Vulgate, and modernized-into 
ſomewhat better Engliſh by the late Dr. Chaloner ; who put it into a more 
convenient form, and ſtript it of almoſt all its moſt odious Notes: yet ſtill in 
thoſe which he retained or altered, the ſpirit of theologic ſyſtem is but too 
viſible; and as to the Tranſlation itſelf, the changes in it are chiefly made 
from that ſame Common Verſion,' which had been ſo ab vilified- wad bur- 
leſqued by our rhimers and divine: . 
At the time when I began to chink ouſly of my 3 even that 
patched Verſion was rarely to be found. Two editions of it had been nearly 
exhauſted; and there was hen vo renne te third would ſoon follow 7; 
I therefore deemed it a proper ſeaſon to prepare a New Tranſlation, that 
ſhould be unobjeftionable to my brethren of the R. Catholic communion, 
without being diſregarded by my fellow citizens of the Proteſtant perſuaſion. 


See 4 Diſcovery of the manifeſt'Corruptions of H. Scriptare, Ic. by Gregory Martin, printed 
at Rheims in 1582 ; and England's Reformation; a Poem in the manner of mn 
Ward. See alſo his Errata of the Proteſtant Bibles. | 
| + Since that period an edition of it has been printed at Dublin, with Notes, 3 i 1s fad, by 
Dr. Troy. | | 


© 3 : Pc © Still, 
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Still, however, it was my firſt intention to tranſlate from the Vulgate, and even to 


make the Douay Verſion with Chaloner's amendments, in ſome reſpects, the 


baſis of mine: and of ſuch a plan I publiſhed a ſhort view in 1780, which I 


called Idea of a New Verfion of the H. Bible for the Uſe of the Engliſh Catholics. 


But I ſoon found that this was an abſurd. Idea; and that by patching and 


piecing what had already been pieced and 1 I ſhould. make a _ 
etre indeed. © 


An entirely New Tranſlation from the Vulgate; but with ſüch correQions as 


were manifeſtly warranted, was next in my contemplation, and partly executed, 
But a very ſhort trial convinced me, that neither would this method ever pro- 
duce a tolerable Verſion. Had I purſued this method, I muſt have been per- 
petually confronting the Vulgate with the Originals, and very often correCting _ 
it by them; or preſented my readers with a. very unfair and imperfect repre- 
ſientation of the Sacred Text. The former of theſe inconveniences had, I ſaw, 
deen the fate of thoſe latter French, German, and Italian tranſlators, who have 


taken the Vulgate for their original. In almoſt every page, they are making 
lame apologies for the Latin Text, or reforming and explaining it from the 


Hebrew and Greek. Yet, after all ſuch explanations and corrections, and not- 
withſtanding the very great freedoms which they allow themſelves i in rendering, 
there is no nr of ſtile nor. regularity of features in any: of _ : 


Verſions.. 


Nor was this inconvenience to- be avorded'; but by kult giving an ni. 4 
face to che Latin itſelf; as had been before attempted by the Catholic Clarius, 


and the Proteſtant Oleaſter;. For the eat defect of Jerom's Verſion is its 


want of uniformity ;- it being ſometimes ſtrict and ſometimes looſe, now bar- 
barouſly literal, and now. widely para e : * every Tranſlation made from i *s 5 


then, muſt partake of this variety. 
This is not all. A conſiderable part of the . including the whole 


Pſalter, is not St. Jerom's; but a Tranſlation. from a Tranſlation none of the 
beſt, and moreover contaminated by corruptions that are not in the Greek, 
from which, it was originally made: hence ip is often unintelligible. Bellar- 


mine laboured many years, and with much zeal; to remove its obſcurities; and 


conſtantly recourſe to the original Hebrew, ſuch as he ar it in ney common, 


* maſoretic copies. of his day. | 
| Yet. 


has, indeed thrown conſiderable light on his ſubject: but how k by having. 


I 
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Yet odge motive, than all theſe, I had to give up my firſt inconſiderate 
plan. Biblical criticiſm had recently taken a new turn, and been carried to a 
degree of perfection which it had never before attained; and which, in the 
old rabbinical ſyſtem, it could not attain. The inveterate prejudices of both 
Catholics and Proteſtants had in a great degree yielded to the dictates of ſober 
ſenſe. The abſolute authenticity of the Vulgate was generally given up by the 
former; and the abſolute integrity of the original Text was defended: but by fex 
of the latter. The learned of both parties ere agreed about the expediency of 

not only correcting the errors of Os of alſo purging the Originals. 
themſelves from ſuch corruptions as time and the negligence of copyiſts had 
introduced: and both differed but little, concerning the means of accom- 
Pliſning ſo deſirable an end. | 

The firſt of theſe means was a Collation of the Manuſcript Copies with 41 : 
printed Text, and of the various editions with one another. By the accumu-- 
lated laboursof Mills, Kuſter, Wetſein, Griefbach and others, this had alreadybeen 
well nigh accompliſhed with reſpect to the N. Teſtament; and Dr. Kennicott. | 
had gone a great length in doing the ſame good office with. reſpect to-the Old. 
De Roſſi has ſince greatly contributed toward the ſame laudable purpoſe, and 
almoſt completed the work: ſo that we have now before us the true-preſent 
State of the Hebrew Scriptures, as well as of the Greek: and the only difficulty 
that remains, is to diſtinguiſh, in ſuch a maſs of various readings, the genuine 
from the fpurious; or the more probable from the leſs-probable. This is the + 
taſk of criticiſm, and ef eriticiſm only ? for, no authority on earth can make 
a Text genuine or ſputious, chat was not ſuch originally: nor can the droſs be 
diſcriminated from the ſilver but in the crucible of a ſevere rational critique: 
a critique of the very ſame nature with that by which we aſcertain the true op 
more probable readings of Homer, Virgil, Milton, Shakſpeare: for why the 
grammatical errors that have crept into the eompoſitions of the Jewiſh writers. 
ſhould not be corrected by the ſame rules, as all other ancient W is 
what I never could comprehend. 5 
| To tell me, that there is a manifeſt difference, ariſing from this, that FEY 


latter are only human works, the former divine; is, as I conceive, to tell me 


nothing to the purpoſe. For granting, what I need not grant, that every 
ſentence, word, ſyllable, apex ef the Bible were originally divine; that is to ſay, 
directly and immediately inſpired by the Spirit of God; does it hence follaw. 


% 
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Hat they who firſt tranſcribed thoſe divinely inſpired volumes from the auto- 


graphs, and they who, copied and recopied theſe through every age, were like- 


wiſe divinely inſpired > I ſcarcely think, that the greateſt Jewiſh ſtickler for 


the integrity of the Hebrew e will, at this inte maintain o _— | 
a paradox. | 

That Chriſtians Seh evey have diode if is, inte toad BI 
aſtoniſhing. For let me aſk, Is the Jewiſh Code more ſacred than the Chriſtian 


| Code? or has the Lon b God taken more infallible meaſures to preſerve the 


defetive elements of à temporary. and local diſpenſation,” than to preſerve the 
great and ultimate revelation communicated to all mankind by his ſingularly 
beloved fon? We all know that this ſuperior Code of laws, though written 
much later than the other, and tranſmitted in a language more univerſally 
known, has nevertheleſs been handed down to us with ſuch a variety of lection, 
as is hardly to be met with i in any profane writer. The reaſon is obvious: it 
has been more frequently copied' than any other "eriting, and too often copied 


by ignorant or care enn 


| * | 
But does not this, it will be ſaid, form an invincible argument againſt the 
abſolute integrity of any copy? Undoubtedly; and he will be a bold man | 


who ſhall ſtep forth, and hold up any one copy as the unqueſtionable repre- 
ſentative of the Prototype. But does not this conceſſion hurt the intereſts of 


Religion ? I think not; and if it do, I care not: fiat juſtitia, ruat cælum. I 
ſhall never have any ſcruple to concede, when I cannot firmly withſtand ; nor 
quaſh what I take to. be truth, from the dread of any concluſion that may be 


drawn from it. I ſhould be as indifferent about an injury done to any ſyſtem 
of Religion, by uttering convictive truth, as about injuring any ſyſtem of 


optics, by affirming that white, is white, Here, however, happily Truth and 
genuine Religion ſeem willing to embrace: and the former, ſo far from being 


| hurtful to the latter, will in the end prove her ſteadieft and beſt friend, They 


are the enemies of Religion who ſeek to ſupport her on rotten props, which 
moulder away at the firſt touch of Reaſon, and leave the fabric in the duſt, 
For, in all human affairs, Reaſon muſt ultimately be the touch-ſtone and 


umpire ;” and Religion itſelf, if it were not reaſonable, could not be Divine. 


But not to wander from my preſent ſubje&—finding, as I have ſaid, ſacred 


. eriticiſin in a favourable progreſs toward perfection, having before me the 


various Readings of the Texts of Scripture, and the” ſeveral Verſions made 
* from 


Aung ro T PUBLIC, by” „ 


from them z with: 2 Biblical Apparatus (through the princely * 
Lord Petre) which \few Indiviguals poſſthh2 grieved, beſides, to obſerve 
among the Engliſh Catholics an almoſt total want of taſte for Biblical ſtudies, 

and wiſhing to remove a reproach, which in Proteſtant literary companies I 
had often heard made on that account; a reproach too well founded to be 
rtpelled: 1 thought. I could not better ſerve the cauſe of Chriſtianity in 


general, nor better conſuls the particylar- intereſt of that Body to which I more 


immediately belonged, than by employing that, whatſoe ver, portion gf talents 
which had fallen to my ſhare, in attempting a New and faithful Tranſlation of 
the Bible from corrected Texts of the Original, unaccompanied with any gloſe, 
| commentary or annotations, but ſuch as were neceſſary to aſcertain. the literal. 


meaning of my Text: and free of every ſort of interpretation calculated to 


eſtabliſh or defend any particular ſyſtem of religious credence. Such was my 
proſeſſed deſign ; from which I have never wittingly deviated'; and, if I be not 
much flattered by thoſe who ſhould be the beſt. judges, namely thoſe who are 
thoroughly acquainted: with the Original Texts, and converſant. in Oran 
Vriting, my profeſſions have not yet been belied. 5 4. 362 
I was not ignorant of the arduouſneſs of my undertaking : I faw i it in alli its 
magnitude; and with a timid hand I laid the foundation-ſtone of an edifice, 
which, I knew, muſt be the work of many years; and, perhaps, after all, 
might not anſwer the intended Ge . Lok l and ee 
conſpired: to encourage mm 
My plan was hardly conceived mon a e a ion « rioabee me ac 
quainted with Dr. Kennicott. Dr. Kennicott was delighted with my plan, and 
recommended it to the late Biſhop. of London *. The late Biſhop of London 
applauded my intention, and wiſhed me to write an ample Proſpectus of my 
work. I wrote a Proſpectus; he conſented to peruſe it, and returned it with 
| the following note, written with his own hand: © The Biſhop of London 


« preſents his compliments to Dr. Geddes, and returns, with thanks, his Pro- 
a ſpectus, which he has read with ſome care and attention, and with the 
«_fulleſt-approbation. He finds no room for black Thetas t; and he doubts. 


& not, but it will give univerſal e He cannot help wiſhing, that 


Dr. Robert eee boworis ow” nomino, ſemperque nominaboc. - 
4 I had defired his Lordſhip to mark with a black Theta, whatever diſplealed him. 
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a # Pr. Geddes would publiſh it: it would not only anſwer his deũgu of in- 


<< troducing his work, but would really be . uſeful" Na edifying treatiſe for 
« young Students in Divinity.“ | 
This teſtimony alone, from one of the wal Ae @holars sd mint 

Biblical eritics of the age, was more than ſufficient to remove my ſtill re- 
maining timorouſneſs, and to make me purſue my project with confidence and 
reſolution.— This was in the year 1785. In the enſuing Spring my Pro- 
ſpectus was publiſhed, and met with a reception which could not but be 
flattering to an obſcure individual, whoſe name was hardly known in the 


republic of Letters, and who had neither credit nor connections to puſh him 
or ward into conſideration. Were I to print all the letters of compliment, 
+ which I was favoured with on that occaſion, they would form not a petty 
volume. Not only were praiſes" liberally beſtowed, but valuable communi- 


cations were imparted from different quarters of the kingdom, and even ſtom 
foreign countries: as I: have more particularly mentioned in my Letter to the 


. Biſhop of London, . as next year, and equally well received * 


the Public, 
1 thought I might now venture to print my Propoſals, together with a 


E” Specimen of the work ; which were, accordingly, publiſhed in 1788, and again 
in 1789. A reſpectable, though not numerous, liſt of Subſcribers ſpeedily 


declared themſelves the encouragers- of the untertaking ; ſo that, without 
waiting for my full complement, I fancied I might immediately encounter the 
Preſs, and leave to contingency the "accompliſhment of my hopes. This 
may be deemed a raſh, and was certainly an unprofitable meaſure. I had not 
fufficiently conſidered the enormous expences-I muſt incur, before I could draw 
a ſingle ſhilling ; and 1 foreſaw not all the impediments - that were to be 


_ thrown in my way by the hand of Heaven, or the malevolence of men. 


A dangerous fever and its laſting conſequences put a ſtop to the preſs-work 
for a whole year: ſo that it was only in the courſe of laſt autumn, that I could 


_ Publiſh the firſt volume. Tris was to be ſubmitted to with Chriſtian re- 
fignation : but the rabsT have received from human malignancy, are a trial of 


patience not ſo cally borne. Will it be readily believed that theſe rubs have 
chiefly been raiſed by profeſſed Catholics ? by members of that very body, 
which I principally meant to ſerve; by mine own brethren, if brethren they 


my be called, who /t down and ſpeał againſt their brother, and ſlander their 


A 
\ 
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ating my labours and aſſaſſinating my reputation. 


It would be endleſs to enumerate the whole catalogue of evil offices, which 
thoſe men have dong, or endeavoured to do to me. Every ſpecies of detraction, 4 
from the ſly inſinuating whiſper, to the bold and barefaced calumny, has been E 


employed to render me odious to the Engliſh Catholics, Elijah's viſion was 


here inverted, the till /mall voice preceded the tempeſt : but, furely, the Lord 
was neither in the tempeſt nor in abe. fill ſmall voice. It was a very different 
ſpirit, that preſided over this progreſſive ſtorm: it was the ſpirit which re- 


preſented the Precurſor of Jeſus as a Demoniac, becauſe he was uncommonly 
abſtemious; and J eſus . as a wine-bibber, becauſe he ate and drank like £ 


other men 5 


Even before my Profocttus appeared? my very intentions were ſcrutinized N 
and ſuſpected. Whatever impartiality I might profeſs, they could not but think . 
« that I meant to favour the cauſe of Proteſtancy, and that my Bible (as they 


termed it) would turn out to be a Proteſtant Bible. They knew me to be one, 


whoſe principles were not ſtrictly orthodox, who laviſhed praiſes on Heretics 
and Hereſiarchs: who aſſociated with Churchmen, Diſſenters, Socinians 7; 
who indulged paradoxes; who laughed at Roſaries, Scapulars, Agnus Deis, 


bleſſed medals, indulgences, obiits, dirges, &c. who was an enemy to 


religious orders, hoſtile to the Pope's prerogatiysd, diſreſpe&ful of his 
Vicars, and an open abettor of profane innovations! Thus blending ſome 
ke with much falſchood, they worked up.a medley of imputations, which. 
could not fail to make a deep impreſſion on the minds of their credulous de- 
| votees; who have generally no other criterion to judge of men or books, 
but the dur ; ig 4 of their good Directors 5. Ert the directed ſeem 8 have 


* Pſ. 1. 20. 2 | ; 


| + Why did not they add, ts ext ak a eb 


a Perhaps I ought to beg my Engliſh readers pardon for quoting Greek. Ss ma han a. 
per equivalent in our language, I truſt he will excuſe me when I tell him, that the Greek words 
fignify « Hz has % ſaid: Words which the diſciples of Ariſtotle applied to their maſter 3 and #4 


which have been long uſed to denote an implicit acquieſcence in the dictates of another. 


5 In the language of Devotees and Myſtics, the Prieſt to whom one confeſſes his fins, * 


his Direder, or the Guide Oy his conſcience, often not improperly. 
C taken 


DER 


| own mother's ſan ! Ignorance, bind. and malice, in the various. u ſhapes we. 
Monks, Friars and Witlings, have been buſy, theſe ten paſt years, in depreci- 


r bags 71 
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| taken their leſſon well. They. ſeized on the wholeſale cargo, and carefully re- 5 


tailed it, with ſome ſmall adulterations, among their friends and familiars : the | 
mouth of every devotee was converted into a trumpet of defamation, 1 
The publication of my Proſpectus ſcems for a while to have blunted the ſhafts | 


| | of flander, and ſoftened the fierceneſs of the foe. It was not, indeed, what they 


had expected; at leaft, not what they wiſhed it to be: and, on that occaſion, 
ſome of them joined. or affected to Join in the general applauſe. But the demon 
of rancor ſoon returned to take poſſeſſion of his former hold; and, one would 
think, brought along with him /even. other ſpirits more wicked than himſelf. 
My Letters to the Biſhop of London“ and to Dr. Prieſtley, the few Critical 
Remarks that accompanied my Propoſals and Specimen, and my General 


' Anſwer. to my Correſpondents, but eſpecially my known attachment to the 
Catholic Committee, and approbation of their meaſures, ſtirred up the half- 


ſrgothered embers, and rekindled the latent ſparks of enmity into an open 


and running conflagration. | 
Calumny, now grown ſhameleſs, came tak asked W : it was no more 


the peſtilence, that falked in darkneſs, but the deftrufiion that waſtetb at noon- 


df It was now evident, they ſaid, that my ſcheme was inimical to Catbo- 


licity; (I ſuppoſe they meant Popery) favorable to Hereſy, injurious to the 


Church, and tending to Infidelity, By one Friar it was aſſerted, that I had x | 
the intolerable preſumption 10 corre? the Holy Ghoſt ! He claſſed me, indeed, 
with Houbigant, Kennicott, and Michaelis, for which, he has my thanks, 


Others went about warning the pious faithful not to ſubſcribe to my Work, and 


in this their efforts were certainly not unſucceſsful: in the lift of my Sub- 


ſcribers there are not fifty Catholic names ! A devout Lady, of the firſt rank, 


was ſo fearful of being contaminated, that ſhe gave orders to her ſtationer, five . 
years before the work went to the preſs, by no means to take in for her Dr. 


Geddes's Bible. But the ſhorteſt and moſt effectual way to hurt a work is to 


blacken its author's character. For this purpoſe all my ſteps were watehed; 
the viſits which I made or received, the. companies which I irequanced, the 


.. ated 1 8 1 


- enquiring of the God / Ekron, as if there had been no Cod in Iſrael. I ſhall only ſay, that if I had 


known either Biſhop. or Prieſt. among the Catholics equally capable of ſolving my * to lin 1 

ſhould certainly have os. | 5 
4 Pf. xci. 6. + 062 ants 
converſations 
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converſations which I held, the friendſhips I contracted, were all noted down 


in the black book of thoſe: inquiſitors, as ſo many choice topics of future ani- 
madverſion. Went I to Lambeth or London Houſe? I had gone thither to 


read my recantation, and was on the point of being a Curate, a Rector, a Pre- 


bend, a Dean, of the eſtabliſhed Church I Went I to Edinburgh or Glaſgow? 
I had become a diſciple of Calvin, and abjured my former faith before the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly! Went I to Haekney? 1 had been ſeduced into Arianifm by 


Price, or wheedled into Socinianiſm by Prieſtley ; and was ſoon to be one of 


the Profeſſors of the New College! Thus was I alternately a Churchman, a 
Preſbyterian, an Arian and an Unitarian, juſt as it pleaſed their fancy or ſerved 


their purpoſe. It is ſome wonder, that they never ſent me to the 'Tabernacle 


to embrace Methediſm, nor to the Synagogue to profeſs myſelf a Jew þ 
| They have ſent me to worſe places than ei ither, as will hereafter appear. 


While their tongues were thus let looſe againſt me, it might be expe&ted 


that their pens were not entirely idle, yet here they were not formidable. Few 
of them indeed can write at all, and Rill fewer ean write on the ſubje& of 


Bible-criticiſm. One perſon, it is true, warm from the hot regions of the 


Inquiſition, threatened to write me down as ſoon as ever I ſhould appear in 
print, whatever it were that I ſhould produce } He has not, however, as far as 
I know, put his threats in execution.—An Addreſs 10 Dr. / Geddes, &c. 
by Rabbi Wiſe-acre, and a letter from  Simpkin | | 


Mulas, are the only pieces of polenſſe artillery, of which the ſound hath | 


Horn 


reached mine ears, The latter, 1 believe, may be found at Cogblan's, the 


former at the Robinſons. Oh! that all my enemies may ſo write againſt me. 
Tet all thoſe combined manceuvres and-machinations, all that furious pha- 


lanx of ſcribblers, back-biters, and detractors, I have hitherto pitied and 


deſpiſed : and, even now, if I diſplay their deeds, I ſpare their names. They 


may live to repent, and be ſaved. Although they were continually ſeeking my 


| bart and imagining deceits all the day long, I was like a deaf man, bb beareth 


not; like a dumb man, who openeth not bis mouth : and dumb and deaf I ſhould 
have remained in their regard, if they. had not found means to draw into | 


; \* mage at lealt, a friarized apholyeer; fave me with his own eyes, in broad day<light, 


going to officiate in an Engliſh Chapel, A ſurplice: and n eee ; 


Sy * Catholic“ 
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their vortex perſons of another ee complexion, 1. 1 ſince ap- 
peared on the ſcene. For I cannot eaſily believe, that any Vicar Apoſtolic 
could ever have been capable of doing ſo raſh, ſo unprecedented, and ſo un- 
juſtifiable a deed, as that which three Apoftolical Vicars have recently done ; 
without being prompted to it by ſuch vile aſſaſſins as I have deſcribed. 
It is uſeleſs, now, to mince the matter: Three Vicars Apoſtolic, who call them- 
Hiees the Biſhops of Rama, Acanthos, and Centuri æ, have actually iſſued a Paſtoral 
Letter; of which indeed, the main and primary purpoſe is to cenſure an ex- 


cellent Work of Sir John Throckmorton's, which they could not anſwer : but 
into that cenſure they have made an aukward ſhift to lug me, head and ſhoulders, 


along with the Baronet: and in truth, I am not ill-pleaſed to find myſelf in ſuch 
company: but I am not, I cannot be, well pleaſed to ſee a Work, on which 
1 have ſpent the better part of my ſhort days, condemned in the lump, and 


- Prohibited without a hearing, This is truly to erect a Court of Inquiſition, and 


to introduce a tranſalpine or tranſpyrenean mode of proſeription in the face of 
Britiſh Liberty: to attempt to impoſe upon us literary fetters, which neither 
we nor our fathers could bear.—l will pay my reſpects to thoſe Right Rev. 
Prelates, as ſoon as I am at leifure : my prefent buſineſs - is with the Public at 
large; and to the Public at large; both Catholic and Proteſtant, I appeal 
from-this unjuſt, informal and capricious ſentence. | 
. Thoſe Reverend Fathers in God, and their lay emiſſaries, hank not only, for 
 evilpurpoſe,. impeached my orthodoxy, but have alſo endeavoured to make my 
loyalty be ſuſpected; and meanly dragged into the net of their obloquy, what 
they are pleaſed to call; my political principles. God knows, the politicaliprin- 


| © ciples of a private perſon, like me, can be of little importance in any reſpect, 


and are indeed unworthy of the Public attention; but as mine have been 
brought forward and miſrepreſented by my enemies, for the ſatisfaction of my 
friends, it may not be improper to - exhibit them in their native form, and 
' ſtripe of the falſe e with which they have induſtriouſy been be 

dabed. | 
Well, AR my poligeal principles Gi has been ſaid) are horrible indeed l 8 
3 am an Oppoſitioniſt, a Republican, a Democrate, a Reformiſt, a 
_ Liberty of the Preſs-man, a Paineſt, a Leveller, an Antariſtocrate, and, to ſum 
"IF all, a ——_ FoxITs, diſaffected to Government, and hoſtile to the Britiſh 
| : 5 Conſtitution 
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Conſtitution as by law eſtabliſhed®.—Almighty- God! what a catalogue of 
' crimes is here Father of 7 OO me patience to bear, or ſtrength to 
| ſhake off the ponderous load. every ſpecific charge I will give a candid 
| ſpecific anſwer; plead guilty when I cannot readily, N n * 
min acknowledge what I cannot conſcientiouſly deny. 


- Iſt, An Oppaſitioniſt. Les, gentlemen, I am, and ever. will be an e 


donilt, as far as my oppoſition can avail, to every publio meaſure that may 
appear to militate againſt the intereſts/of my country. If this be a brand of 
opprobrium I willingly. bear it; becauſe 1 bear it with the greateſt character 


chat my country has ever produced: thus far then I am an Oppoſitioniſt l 


But if by oppoſition be meant a determined blind reſolution indiſcriminately 
to condemn and: uniformly to oppoſe, for the ſake of condemning and op- 
poſing, I poſitively deny the charge, and defy: my: adverſaries to point out a 
lingle inſtance. when I have blamed any meaſure of this, or any other Ad- 
miniſtration, which time and experience have not proved to be a bad meaſure z 
or if there be ſome ſuch meaſures too recent to admit that ſort of proof, I am 
convinced they too will be ſoon in the fame predicament. I can ſafely ſay of 
Miniſters: of State, what Pope ſaid of Miniſters of the Church, . Ed'n 

in a Biſhop. I can ſpy deſert. *Much,: much deſert I can ſpy in HIM who 


is at the head of the preſent. Adminiſtration : and am only ſorry that he ſo ſoon. 


abandoned that hereditary direct career of glory which he entered at fo early 


a period, and purſued for ſome time with ſo much dignityand reputation, to fol- 
low the ſinuous path of a_crooked policy, which befits not the fon of Chatham. 


But ſurely the ſuperior talents, which Heaven has lent him, will yet be 


directed to their deſtined and run on in the clear channel in which nature 
meant them to ue Mach deſert I have long ſpied, and admired in the 
preſent Ex- Chancellor, and cauld point out more one inſtance where his 
manly. firmneſs and ſtern political virtue have ſavedſthe Nation, or its Repre- 
ſentatives, from diſgrace. I can ſpy deſert, though not in ſuch huge yo 
tities, in ſome other Miniſters and Miniſterial men, whom, however, I will not 
| nom. name. And let it be remembered that I ſpeak here only. of mere ail 


„ "Theſe accuſations have been ſo often repeated, as Teccchoed? that many al Protsbe k - 
believed them. Spies have watched me in Coffee-houſes, to catch every word that dropt from my 


lips: and I have, by ying tongues, been ſens W e r bond more 1 ence, on 
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' pubiican? Every thing that is bad” he proutp anſwered. ** And a Demo- 
arate, ſaid I. © All that is diabolical!!”-—Now4he truth is, neither of theſe 


| and Ariſt acrate. It is the arbitrary relative idea which different nations have an- 
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virtues, for with their ſacia virtues I am not acquainted, and with Wer cha- 
racter I never meddle. Of public meaſures I conſider myſelf as well entitled to 


have, and give an opinion, as any other citizen, .and' * called an 


Oppeſitioni/t I am content. 

ad. A Republican. It were to beaithedtharmen would FY no 8 what 
they thoroughly underſtand, eſpecially if the terms which: they uſe be intended 
as, terms of reproach. I aſked, che other dar, à pecvith clerical gentleman, 
"who was railing at Republicans and Democrates, what he really meant by a Re- 


terms has any thing diabolic or bad in itſelf, any more than the terms Royalit 


nexed to them that conſtitutes all their guilt. To have talked againſt Republic- 
aniſin at Athens, Sparta, Rome, would have been deemed acrime, and would ſtill 
be deemed a folly, at leaſt, in Holland and America. At Venice to talk againſt: 
an Arifrecracy would be a death-deferving deed, as to talk againſt de | 


would, in moſt nations, be conſtructed into high treaſon... 3 


Of all thoſe terms Republican is, of itſelf, by far the leaſt 1 12 
means one who is a friend to the public intereſt or common good, and the word 
Republic is ſtrictly applicable to any good government, whatſoever be its form. 
To confdund it with Democracy is a ſoleciſm. Venice and ſome of the Swiſs: 
Cantons are governed by a pure Ariftocracy, yet they call themſelves. Re- 
publics. Holland is in fact, though not nominally, governed, by an hereditary: 


Statdholder, yet it calls itſelf a =o: and if I ſhould chooſe to call Eng- 


land a Republic, although its Go be a compoſition of Democrac 
Atiſtrocracy and Royalty, who could reaſonably blame me for it? Is it nora 
Government of which the end is the public good In the genuine ſenſe of the 
word; then, I am a ſtaunch Republican, who, from my heart, wiſh well to the 
public good and common intereſt of my country; who wiſh to ſee its agricul- 
ture and population improved and increaſed, its manufactures encouraged, its 
trade flouriſh, and its inhabitants all happy in the lap of peaceful proſperity. 
But if any other acceſſory, odious idea be attached to the term I am no 
Republican, _ 

3d. A Democrate This poor Greek 1 has likewiſe been poor = 
wreſted to meanings which donot belong to it: It has been confounded even with 
mung. Democraq is that ſpecies of Government which qhe people at large 


ov 


mate ſkill, and few, very few, are capable of the arduous taſk. Cockle will ſome- 
times ſpring up in the beſt of fields, and the good grain may be endangered by 
unſeaſonable eradication. Yer there are ſeaſons when cockle may be eradieated, 
and eradicated with advantage to the wheat, and who, on ſuch occaſions, 
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adminiſter by their choſen Delegates i or Repreſentatives: and who will dare to 
ſay that ſuch-a Government, well adminiſtered, may not be a good Government. 


lt forms a component part of our own Conſtitution; and. conſequentiy cannot. 
be bad as a component part. I might go farther and affirm that our Government 


is fundamentally Demacratic: . is, it derives its exiſtence and power from 
the free choice or acquieſcence of the people. At leaſt this, it appears to me, 


is the only ſout prineiple on which the Revolution can be defended: witheſs: 


that have at different times been made to defend it on 


any other prineſple Democracy then, though not the ſame with Republic, ma 
have a good meaning ; and a Democrate, as well as a Republican, may be an 
honeſt man, and a good: member of ſociety—but, let me, fon a moment, ſup- 
poſe, that both terms were entirely of the ſame ſignificatioſ and denoted a 


ſimple popular Government, ſuch as chat of America for example; could 1, as 
a ſpeculatiſt, be juſtly cenſured for praiſing that ſort of Government, or even 
prefering it to all others; any more than J could be juſtly. cenſured for ſaying, 


that 1 ſhould have preferred the Governments of ancient Greece to thoſe of 


Perſia? Surely, not. Nay, ſhould 1 fooliſhly prefer, in theory, a Pruſlian, - 
Ruſſian, or Turkiſh Government, as doubtleſs! ſome Turks, Ruſſians, and 


Pruſſians do, or affect to do, muſt ' I therefore be accounted a bad ſubject 
and branded with odious epithets? I always underſtood that a free- born Briton 
might freely diſcuſs any queſtion, philoſophical, political, or religious, which 
came under his view; provided he led an inoffenfive life, ſubmitted to the 
ſtanding laws, and reſpected the powers tbat be, whatever opinion he might en- 
tertain about the goodneſs er perfection of thoſe laws, or the prerogatives of itheſe 
powers. Were we never to reaſorr about laws and Governmente, no bad Taws, : 
would ever be repealed, no corrupt Government ever reformed, —And. this 
leads me to a new accuſation; Fam called | 


4th, A Reformiſt, —T wiſh it were in my power to reſonm every copiral abuſe.” 


that has crept-into, or grown up with, every ſyſtem of Religion, and Policy, 


in every nation under the fun. But to remove great abuſes requires conſum- 


3 1 his helping hand ?—Is the word or then, nnn . 
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ſo harſh and horrible a+ ſound to an Engliſh ear? That an;intoleragt! Papi 
ſhould be an enemy to Reformation, is not ſurpriſing ;-an. inſalliable Pope, or 
Church, can ſtand in no need of a reform: but for a ſerious Prateſtant to op- 
poſe reforms, is to militate againſt the firſt principles of Proteſtancy, and, indeed, 
+ againſt the firſt principles of common ſenſe. That bug · bear dread of inno- 
vation, which ſome lying ſpirit is lately gone forth to diſſeminate, is an argu- 
ment chat would better befit the mouth of a Mahometan Mufti, or Portugueze 
Inquiſitor, -than à Britiſn Stateſman. If it had prevailed; in the days of 
Henry, VIII. and of his daughter Mary, in- the days of Charles I. and of 
James I, hat ſort of thing would our preſent much boaſted; Conſtitution be? 
And if it continue long to prevail in out days, what ſort of thing will not, or 
may not, our boaſted conſtitution become? Is a wiſe man afraid to repair a 
good houſe, that is falling into decay, or to ſubſtitute a ſound. pillar to one that 
ſeems ready to crumble I am not willing to fqrebode evil, nor am Id Prophet | 
or ibe ſon f a Praphes, hut if no repair be made, no reform accompliſhed in the 
fabric, of our impaired 1 1 et, 0 * me Hep / = 


I fear its fall. 
Has not this been, ſome time or other, the 8 of every mag N 
the fuſt political talents, whether in or out of place at preſent? If 
ſome placemen will not be conſiſtent, there is no help for it; their pre- 
ſent inconſiſtency hurts not their former reaſonings. Theſe will always be chok 8 
pears (if I may uſe a low, but here ſignificant term) to ſtop the mouth of every 
Miniſter who argues againſt the reform. of acknowledged abuſes: abuſes that 
may ſo eaſily be done away by one meaſure, a more equal Repreſentation. of 
the People in the National Legiſlature. The greater evil being once re- 
moved, the leſs will either be removed along with it, or be little felt. All 
weeds are not equally pernicious, and ſome are apparently innocent. Thank 
God, our body politic has yet no immedieable ſores that require either knife 
or cautery. A few, not violent chathartics and ſtrengthners will reſtore t 
its priſtine. vigour, and make it live for ages. Let not then, thoſe gentlemen, 
who have aſſociated for the ſalutary purpoſe of adminiſtering ſuch lenient reme- 
dies deſpair of ſucceſs : firmneſs and perſeverence muſt enſure it. It is not, in- 
deed, a © down-hill reformation” as Dryden would call it, that they have to 
make, and conſequently, it is not likely . to rollapace !” It is the ſtone of Syſiphus 
which. Herculean labour can alone © bear up.” But let them not deſpair, labor 
oma Vincit improbus. Already the current begins tc to turn in their favour- 
. and 
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and that high tide of fictitious loyalty, which bore every thing down befote i it, is F 
ready to be ſwallowed up in the dark abyſs whence it iſſued with ſomuch violence, 
and threatened to deluge the Britiſh world. But, to my charges: I am next | | 
th, A Liberty of the Preſs Man! Yes, not Erſkine himſelf more fo, al- 
though I want the abilities and opportunities of Erſkine to prove myſelf ſuch. e 
The Liberty of the Preſs is the great, I had almoſt ſaid, the only ſure bulwarle 
of a free Conſtitution ; and when that bulwark is broken down, the ruin of the 
moſt free Conſtitution will ſpeedily follow. Revolve the annals of mankind : 
was the liberty of the Preſs ever ſuppreſſed where deſpotiſm did not ſuddenly 
| erect his throne? Was it ever encouraged and ſupported, where the deſpot 
1 could long hold his iron ſceptre? What has enlightened Europe but the ie 
of the preſs ? What keeps Aſia in profound ignorance but the want of that li- 
berty? Why does ſo much bigotry and ſuperſtition prevail in Spain and Portugal? 
They want a free preſs. Sacred Palladium of our yet happy Iſland ; may no fly 
Ulyſſes, or more daring Diomede, preſume to violate thy ſhrine! And vs, 
X who have ſo ſeaſonably ſtepped forward in defence of this guardian divinity, - 
3 agiainſt thedark deſigns of thoſe, who ſeem deſirous of ſurpriſing her ; receive f 
s this humble teſtimony of eſteem from one, who, unable himſelf to do much in 
her favour, rejoices to find that ſhe has ſuch potent and reſolute protetors. 
| Sth, A Paineiſt. I am no Paineiſt, I never was a Paineiſt: although, I have 
always been of opinion, that argument, or irony, would have been better em- 
1 | ployed againſt Paine, than proſecution and penalties, Political hereſy, is like re- 
/ | 55 ligious hereſy, it thrives by renne it be OE extirpated by fire 
and'faggot. a 
7th, A Facobine. I am no Jacobine, nor Jacobite. l am, 1 have hack an 
honeſt Whig from the age of twenty, maugre the high-levened Tory principles 
in which I was brought up. 
St, A Leveller! I am no leveller, ſave in the 9 of che goſpel, according 
to which every valley muſt be filled up and every mountain. brought low, the 
crooked ways made ftraight, and the rough ways made ſmooth. This ſpecies of 
levelling my office has long obliged me to,recommend to * fellow OR: 5 
I fear, not with great ſucceſs * 
N * « Faith, ſays a lately deceaſed Biſhop of the eftabliſhed Church, ee brings ah men to a ſtate of 
equality. By faith in every poſſible ſenſe, but the Renal are thoſe words of the Prophet fulfilled. 
| Every valley, c. for in the kingdom of God, as it ſubſiſts in the heart of man, none of thoſe ine- 
. - qualities are found which are every where ſo obſervable in nature, = Faith is the principle 
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-+ gth,; An Antariftrocrate. 1 am not an Antariſtroerate in any ſenſe that „ 
1 can bear in this country. I hate, indeed, ſuch an ariftrocracy as I find eſta» 


'  bliſhed in ſome other countries; but the ariſtocracy of thoſe countries has very 
little in common with our Mobility. Our Nobility form only a part of our 


Conſtitudon ; and a very uſeful part they would be if they would be contented, 


or could we oblige them to be contented, with their own lawful ſhare of 
power and influence. As a Senate, or Supreme Court of Appeal, they ſeem 


almoſt neceſſary, and I ſhould: be ſorry to ſee them ſhorn of any of their ſena- 


 toria privileges, As a theoriſt, I have little reliſh for an hereditary Nobility, 


and wiſh 1 it had never been eſtabliſhed, becauſe hereditary Nobility is a Go- 


thi and ſcems to me, an abſurd inſtitution. But ſince it is eſtabliſhed, and has 
- beendong eſtabliſhed, I would not have it demoliſhed, although L would carefully 


reſtrict it within its own genuine limits. If any popular odium fall, even on 


hereditary Nobility, it mult be chiefly their own fault. Let them only learn to 
conſider their ſuperior titles as ſo many ſpurs to ſuperior virtue; let them ceaſe 
tao aſſume thoſe airs. of ſelf-importance over their fellow- citizens, which can 


only ſerve to create diſguſt 3 let them be the protectors, not the ſcourges of the 


people, and the people will not fail to pay them every due reſpect. It may not 


be very modiſh to quote a Greek Father >, but there is a notable paſſage in 
8. Gregory, of Nazianzum (who was himſc noble parentage) which 1 


cannot help recommending to the conſideration of all Noblemen. . There are. 
« three forts of Nobility, (ſays that eloquent Doctor.) The firſt derives ii“ 
« origin from above, in regard to which we are all eq Yall noble, being all 


6 ra after the image of God. The ſecond ariſes from blood, Which 

© whether it can be accounted Nobility I know not, unleſs there be any ma- 
e terial difference between clay and clay. The third ſprings from diſtinguiſhed 
« probity and perſonal merit, and this is the only, ſpecies of Nobility - that: 


_ © Philoſophy recognizes. For as to a fourth kind of Nobility, conferred; by 
the Diplomas of Princes, I ſhall then hold it in any degree of eſtimation, 


« when I deem beauty to conſiſt in colours, and begin to reſpect a monkey for 


« mimicking a Lion.“ Orat. 26. p. 479. Tom. i. Ed. Ben. We are at ones: - 


arrived at the crime of crimes—l am 


/ x0th, An obſtinate, violent Foxrrr, and conſequently an enemy to Nh, 
: 2 ſcopacy, and the png eral 55 | 
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The firſt of theſe epithets, next to thoſe of Chriſtian and Carbolic, 1 1 


conſider as the moſt glorious one I can bear, I am undoubtedly a Foxite, an 


obſtinate Foxite, and, if they will, as violent a Foxite, in my low walk of life, 
as any man in the kingdom. But why ? Becauſe I find i in Mr; Fox, and in 


Mr. Fox alone, almoſt every thing that I wiſh to find in a Britiſh Stateſman; 
| have narrowly watched his public conduct for theſe fifteen years; and whether 
he were in office, or out of office, I have ever obſerved his conduct uniformly * 


directed to the greater good of his country. I talk not here of his matchleſs elo- 


quence and irreſiſtable force of reaſoning“; they are felt and confeſſed by his 
greateſt opponents. It is his unequalled philanthrophy, his unrivalled liberglity of 
ſentiment, his honeſt and manly candour, his inflexible firmneſs and uncorrupted 


| Integrity, that principally fill me with admiration and attachment. And ſhalt 


D *- when every little dirty art is employed to miſrepreſent his actions and render 
him unpopular, be withheld from expreſſing my ſentiments in his regard, for 
fear of what may be thought or ſaidof me on that account? I have not, to my 
ſorrow, I declare,” the honour of Mr. Fox's: acquaintatice, I never ſpoke to 

* Dr. Parr has very juſtly applied to him what Ariſtophanes was forced to ſay of Pericles Horgan”, 

eBgarras, Ewuxa Tw EMade He flaſh'd, be thundered, and all Greece he ſhook. But there is a 


expreſilver K _ FO 's eloquence. 
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a paſſage of Eypolis preſerved, which contains a charakter of the fame Athenian Qrator, ait more : 


To xix vo- $YX&ATINTE Tor @xfowpuratce | 
| I with I could beg boxer lane. than what follows: i 
60 Of all mankind, E18 oratorie ſorce, 44% wo: ö 
Was the moſt pow'rful in its r. ;d courſe | 3 r 
| Like as ſome | generous ſtesd who, i in the 1 race, E 
| Leaves al thb teſt behind bulk ten feet pate: F 
1s 5 5 80 u as far; in fluency'of ſpeech; | N * teen 
HiÞ © | Of other ſpeakers goes beyond the reach... C 
5 e oo fluent words alone to hi belong ne 
5 Perſuaſion hangs upon his hor y'd wages} 10 bo 
Of all our Rhetora, he alone i #2 (3 * 4 
Charms to our ears, coniton i erben. | 1 
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him but once in my life: 1 never applied to him for any favour, and conſe- 
quently never obtained any. My praiſe then cannot be a partial, at leaſt it can · 
not be a mercenary praiſe, nor indeed can it be of any conſequence to Mr. 
Fox, He ſtands not in need of ſo feeble a panegyriſt. But it is my wiſh (a 
ſelfiſh wiſh) to have it known that I am one of thoſe who conſider CHARLES 
Jamzs Fox, as one of the greateſt, and wiſeſt and beft of men. | 
With reſpe& to the other rare qualities, which they are charitably pleaſed to 
make the neceſſary concomitants of Foxitiſm ; ſo egregious a Foxite ami; 
that I am willing to accept of them, hypotherically. If Fox be an enemy to 
Royalty, ſo am I;: if Fox be an enemy to Epiſcopacy ſo am I: nay, if Fox be 
an enemy to the Coxs rrruriox fo am I ! That is, good gentlemen, I am no 
more an enemy to any of the three than is Mr, Fox. 

Will not this ſatisfy you? or require ye a more explicit confeſſion of my po- 


litical Faith ?—Well, then, I am no enemy to royalty, I am on the contrary 
. and real friend to royalty as much as I am an enemy to n 


A many headed Government I hate, 
One Chief, one Kino be there, in every State“: 
For a body with more than one head is a monſter. I have no great objeftion 


even to royal irreſponſibility, provided there be ſome one reſponſible for royal 
mifdemeanors. I would not have taken off the head of the unfortunate 


Louis: but I would have puniſhed his adviſers. I ſhould grieve to ſee my 


country without a King, but would concur with all true Patriots in the. ex- 
pulſion of a tyrant. I am then decidedly for a King, or a Monarch, but a 
limited Monarch; a Monarch that may do no wrong, a Monarch the free choice 
of a free people. Such, I conceive, is our preſent Monarch, ſuch was his. 
great grandfather, and ſuch, I truſt, all his ſucceſſors will ever be. 3 
Nor am I an enemy to Epiſcopacy: I love Epiſcopacy dearly, although I have 
reaſon to be angry with ſome Biſhops. Every flock of men, as well as of 
ſheep, muſt have a ſhepherd, and, if too numerous, ſhepherds boys alſo. Whe- 
then the maſter ſhepherd be called a Biſbop,, an Qver/eer, a Senior, or Super- 
tendanth, it is of little importance, provided therg be a due and decent ſubor- 
dination. I do not believe the divine right of Biſhops, in as far as they are diſ- . 


| 23 Preſbyters, any more than I believe the divine right of Kings, 


& ® Ouz ds ToAvxoiparn® dig xorparc; ws. 
1 | Ei; See Hom. II. 8, 204. 
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e from other Magiſtrates : but as 1 allow to Kings a oak and pre- 


eminence above all other ranks in the State, fo in the Church I grant to Biſhops 7; 


a rank above Preſbyters, and above one another, and a Pope above them 


all. But I ſhall as ſoon believe that a Pope, a Patriarch, a Primate, a Metro- 
politan, is, by divine right, ſuperior to any other Biſhop, as J ſhall believe 
that any Biſhop is, by divine right, fuperior to me, who am only a ſimple, 


undignified Prieſt. All thoſe diſtinctions are bur regulations of an eccleſiaſtical 
polity, aping that of the State; of their own nature, indeed, conducive to 


order and decorum: but which, from the faſtuous diſpoſition of the Clergy, 
have too often produced fruits baneful to genuine Chriſtianity, - As to the 
| Hierarchy df the Church of England, it is undoubtedly leſs dangerous than that 
of any other Church, becauſe it has leſs power. to be dangerous. It comes 


nearly up to the polity of the firſt ages, and agrees, in general, with the diſ- 


cipline of the third and fourth centuries. For much the fame reafon that 1 
would retain Kings, would I retain Biſhops : but I would have Epiſcopacy con- 


fined to its own ſphere, diveſted of earthly pomp and antichriſtian grandeur; 


and reſtricted to the ſpiritual Reer of e rer aud exer- 


. religious functions. f 


J have alſo been Saane with enmity to Ouurch-eftablitkmatnes] ; 1 ſhall hy % 


here a few words on that ſubject. J confeſs then that I am not an admirer of 
Church eſtabliſhments. I think 1 could ſhew by a long train of hiſtorical e evi- 


dence, that they have been a continual ſource of evils both to Church and State, 
from the reign of Conſtantine to the preſent day. The kingdom which JESUS 
came to eſta liſh was not a kingdom of this world: and it never proſpered fo 
well, as before it became a part of worldly kingdoms. A truly divine Re- 
ligion needs no human ſupport: and the very ſuppoſing it to ſtand in need 
of human ſupport, and of particular human privileges, 'is t doobt of its di- 


vinity: much more ſo, to hedge thoſe privileges about with penal laws. In 


the full convition of the divinity of the Chriſtian Religion, T wiſh it had been 


entirely left to itſelf, and that no Church-eſtabliſhments had ever been made: 


yet when Church-eſtabliſkments have once been made, I would not inveigh 


| againſt” them, 'unleſs they were attended with intolerance and perſecution, 13 
5 - ht as à nation, or the majority of « nation, chuſes to have an'eſtabliſhed” 


Nn wil * etkablined Church of ſome fore or other; and F- 
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. candidly declare, that as long as the majority of this nation ſhall deem fuck, an 
_ eſtabliſhment requiſite or expedient, I ſhall never wiſh to ſee po ether Church 


eſtabliſhed, than. the preſent Church of England. 775 

From what I have already ſaid, it muſt appear, I think, chat the laſt chants 
againſt me is entirely groundleſs; namely, that I am hoſtile to the Britiſh 
Conſtitution. No, I ama very warm friend to the Britiſh Conſtitution, as far 
as I underſtand it: for I own I have never yet met with two perſons who were 
agreed about its eſſential parts; any more than Polemic Divines are agreed 


about the Fundamental Articles of Faith. They all. tell me, indeed, that it 


conſiſts in an equipoiſe, or equal balance, of three diſtin& powers: but when 


they come more minutely to deſcribe this curious machine, and define each of 


its powers, they are continually contradicting one another, and agree in ſcarcely 
any one point. In truth, an equipoiſe of three powers is hard to conceive, 
without the aid of revelation, and eveñ then it will be a myſtery. An ingenious 


experienced mechaniſt may contrive and conſtruct a balance (Bjlancia) that 


may be wonderfully exact: I have ſeen one, at the Bank of England, which a 
hair will turn: but let the ſame artiſt try his ſkill on a trilance, or equipoiſe 
of three powers; I believe he will labour long, and ſweat much, before he 


ſucgeed. So, in my apprehenſion, it is with, ſtatiſtic balances, Three powers 
wers never yet equally poiſed. . Fhe moſt that t 


e third can do, is to keep up 
the equilibrium of che other two, by being thrown into the ſubponderating 
ſcale : and this, in ſome ſort, I take to be the caſe, with the Britiſh Conſtitution. 
In King, Lords, and Commons, there is indeed a poiſe, but not an equipoiſe: 
for all that can be expected from any of the three powers, is to preveũt the 


Other emp from greatly exceeding one another: and this poiſe of powers, im- 


perfe as it is, I conſider; as the jeſt Conſtitution, that has yet been deviſed ; 
ar, at leaſt, put fairly in practice. Oh! cauld it be kept in that degree of 
relative excellenge wich, it has at times attained; .. 45 leaſt, REA | 
attaining.withour altering its nature. 1 T5 
Having thus mage; an explicit EA my „ palitica l I return to. 
my Religious Creed; which I ſhall ſum vp in one ſhort ſentence, 7 an a Catholic 
i, ub belirur all that the Catholic Chriſtian Church. bas, as all times. 
believed aud taught... Rued fawper s quoi ub omnibus, quad ubigque craditum, id 


. . 1 do, bo. H that I believe nothing elſe: but, norhingelſe hald o 


eee beliaf. 1 — hy Chriſt 


and 


For more than eighteen months, 
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and his" Apoſtles, and by their ſucceſſors, in every age and place, that I deem 
2 point of genuine primitive Catholicity: but whatever bears not this character, 


| is, with me, no Catholic principle. Chriſtianity was originally a very ſimple 


yet accompliſnhed beauty; as a Pagan writer confeſſes“. But, under the paint 


and patches of poſterigur times, her lineaments are barely diſcernable ; and ſuch 


a load of uſcleſs ornaments has been added to her veſture, that little appears of 
its priſtine fimplicity. O Prelates! O an What have ye not to 


account for? 5 
Honeſt, open - eyed Catholic a I truſt I lun . thee, ike I am 


an orthodox Cathallic Chriſtian, But if 1 were not an orthodox Catholic 


Chriſtian; if I were as arch an Heretic as ever dogmatized ; might I not, for 


all that, be capable of giving a good tranſlation of the Bible? Did the pre- 
tended, or real, hereſy, of Origen make his biblical reſearches leſs valuable? 
Aquila and Theodotion were'obdurate Jews; Symmachus was an blaue 
yet their verſions of the Old Teſtament were fought, read and praiſed by - 


the Chriſtian Fathers; nay partly received into the Greek exemplars of the 


Scripture. The great Eraſmus was greatly ſuſpected of hereſy: yet his labours 


on the New. Teſtament: were un of by a knowing Pope, and applauded” 
s excepted. Sacy was reputed a rank Jane” 


by the learned world; a few Bite 
ſeniſt, and for his janſeniſm was immured in the Baſtile: yet his French 


verſiop. of the Bible, partly mage in that dungeon, has been long in high. eſti- 
mation in the Gallican Church. Now, without preſuming to compare moyſelf 
with any of thoſe celebrated men; I ſurely may be allowed to ſay, that I nqy: 


make a good Tranſlation; and that if Fas wakes i good Tranſlation; the i impu- 


tation of Heterodoxy cannot render it a bad one. In ſhort it muſt ſtand on its 
own intrinſic merit; and if it have none, it will ſoon fall, without the neediof 
Epiſcopal or Papal fulminationg&TFo us deſtined fate I hene leave it; and 


ſhall. not reſume my pen on the Tubject.” A few words more, e ee 5 


ſhall conclude this Addreſs. 
To my Subſcribers ſame apology is due for 


the tardy aublication of the 


5 Firſt Volume. This, as I have before hinted, has been owing to combination 


of cauſes. which I could neither foreſee nor prevent; the principal of "which 
was a long ſeries of bad health, and a lowneſs of ſpirits that accompunied it. 


was incapable of intenſe application, or 
* * * mplex 4 albu. Am, Marcel. 
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ſerious Rudy: an r three months more unable to endure contin Race: 


is I am now nearly reſtored to my priſtine habits of mind and body: and no 
Fi further delay ſhall be made in the proſecution of my Work. The Second Vo- 
= lume, together with the Critical Remarks belonging to it and the Firſt, will 


| both be put to the Preſs in the courſe of this Summers and Fam hopeful that d 
== the impreſſion will go on, henceforth, without much interruption. - 
þ 8 As I find that Bockſellers are ſometimes negligent about the concerns of 
MH "IR + Authors, I requeſt Subſcribers to apply immediately to myſelf for their Copies. 
1 They ſhall readily be ſent, to their orders, to any place in Town. The | 
is „ Subſcription is ſtill open; and the Conditions ate e this Oy _ | 
8 the cke of thoſe who may not have ſeen them. 


| » = CONDITION S 
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8 For Ps by Subſcription, a New Tranſlation of the Holy Scriptures "Im 
3 EY * „ MT Corrected Texts of the Originals: wm various MI OTTER 
| * , Notes, and Critical Remarks. 


1 The Work will be compriſed in six x (or 1 CIP Value in ä | 4 
printed on a fine Royal Paper, made ory ws Er . on a New and | . | 
#legant Type. * 
3 II. The Four Firſt volumes will e — Books of PE Old Fo EEE 
F including thoſe called Apocrypha: the Fifth, or (if it be found neceſſary) the 
| - Biſth and Sixth will contain the Books of the New Covenant. And the Sixth 
(or ſeventh) will conſiſt of a General Preface, or Biblical We 5 | 
b Indedits to the whole Work. 'Þ 
MI. To Subſcribers the price of each Volume will be One Guinea and a 
Half: to be paid in the following manner: One Half Guinea of depoſit- 
money, at the ting of ſubſcribing; a Guineatand a Half on the delivery of 
each of the F ive (or Six) firſt Volumes * ; and One . on the delivery of 
the laſt Volume. ha 
IV. The Work is now inthe Preſs, and will be Printed and Publiſhed with 
as much expedition, as ſo large a Volume and complex a page will admit. 
in Accurate Lift of the 0 Wee of the Work will be F at aj ſ 
che end @ the laſt Volume. * 


+ Adeviation from this Condition has been made with reſpeRt to the Firſt Volume; " wn 
has been publiſhed without its complement of Critical um, is charged be Guinea to 


| 3 who have wah pow cas money. 
| ; Subſcriptions 
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' Subſciiptions continue to be received by the Author, at his houſe, in Allſop 8— 
Bas New-Road, Mary. le- bonne; or at his late lodgings in Maddox- 
ſtreet, No 26; and by the following Bookſellers: J. Johnſon, St. Paul's 
Church-yard; R. Faulder, New- Bond- ſtreet, and J. Bell, Oxford- road. 


Meſſrs. Prince ati Cooke, Oxford; Merril, Cambridge; Charnley, New- 


caſtle ; Downes, Greak EY armouth; J. and C. Berry, Norwich; W. Creech, 


Edinburgh; Dunlop = Wilſon, Glaſgow ; Angus and Son,. Aberdeen ” 
J. Mercier, TOO: : 8 


- Other Publications by the Author. a * 18 je: 
EN Proſpectus of Ne Tranſlation of the Bible, 4to. price 78. 6d. 
3 | I 
. Letter to the Biſhop of London (Dr. Lowth) containing doubts and di- . 


| Mrs about the mode of tranſlating. the Bible. 4to. pr. 3s. 6d 
3. General Anſwer to Queries, Counſels and Criticiſms, & 

Faulder and Johnſon. 
4. Letter to Dr. Prieſtley, on the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt. pr. 18. 
g. Letter to a Member of wr 16 


— 


th on the Teſt and Corporation Acts. 


=." Price x8, FI Ze 
5 „ Tranſlation of th]1 Hol) Bible. &c. Vol. I. pr. — * "i. 
One Guinea and a Half. To be had of the Authot, and the above e Bhs * 
Bookſellers, | 5 ; 
N : * a * ; 
+ a 
) | p | ; 2 8 * 
| "ST KR AT 4 h _ 
| 1 | | | „ Wh 
p. 5.1. x5. for Wetſein read Werſtein. ab © 
10. I. 17. for altea read falketh, 1 So» 
* 11. 1 21. dele the Feeond : and add: not ö a | ; 
| a ſpurious brother of his. . 
12. 1. laſt but one, for Paineft read Paine * 


14. 1. the laſt, for anarchy read anarchiſ. | 
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